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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Holy God, our refuge and our protec-
tion, our shield and defense, into Your 
hands we commend our Nation’s police 
force. 

Even as these men and women, our 
compatriots, place their lives on the 
line in service to their hometowns, 
their communities, their country, and 
this Capitol, we pray Your spirit be 
upon them. 

For their countless acts of dedica-
tion, selfless service, and heroism, and 
for the 394 men and women whose 
names were added to the National Law 
Enforcement Memorial this year, and 
for all who have gone above and be-
yond, paying the ultimate price so that 
we would enjoy security on our streets 
and in our cities, we are deeply in-
debted. 

We pray that You keep them safe as 
they step into the fray each day. We 
also ask that You enable them, when 
they find themselves in volatile and 
complex environments that we can’t 
even begin to fathom, to discern the 
precarious lines they walk between 
public protection and self-preservation 
and between skilled insight and rash 
judgment. 

Remind us, O God, whether in uni-
form or as common citizens, that You 
have given each of us full armor to 
guard us from the hazards of each day. 
May we be willing to put on the belt of 
truth and the breastplate of righteous-
ness. May our feet and our whole selves 
be equipped with a readiness that has 
prepared us to walk always the path of 
peace. 

It is in the strength of Your name we 
pray. 

Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section 
11(a) of House Resolution 188, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. HILL led the Pledge of Allegiance 
as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
ROSEMARY LAWLEY 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to mark the sad 
occasion of the passing of Rosemary 
Lawley of Williamsville, New York. 

Entering into her eternal rest a few 
short months ago, Mrs. Lawley was the 
matriarch of the Lawley family of Buf-
falo and western New York and was 
loved by all those who came into her 
life. She was a champion for those who 
had none. 

Born Rosemary O’Connor in south 
Buffalo, she was a graduate of Mount 
Mercy Academy and nursing school at 
D’Youville College. Rosemary met the 
love of her life, Bill, and together, they 
raised six children who each continue 
in the footsteps of their parents, giving 
back generously to the western New 
York community. 

Rosemary Lawley was one of a kind— 
a graceful and thoughtful woman 
whose commitment to faith, family, 
and community set examples for so 
many to follow, and, most particularly, 
her grandchildren and her great-grand-
children. 

While her loss leaves an irreplaceable 
void at the top of the Lawley family, 
her legacy shines on through her fam-
ily and through her many charitable 
works for which she is best known. I 
am honored to remember her on this 
beautiful day on the floor of the United 
States House of Representatives in this 
good and generous Nation and the Cap-
itol of the United States of America. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF JOHN McAULIFFE 

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the retirement of 
John McAuliffe, a central New York 
native, visionary, and driving force be-
hind the Onondaga Lake cleanup effort. 

In 2002, John McAuliffe was named 
program director for the Honeywell 
Company’s $450 million cleanup of On-
ondaga Lake, one of the most polluted 
sites in America caused by Honeywell’s 
predecessor. 

McAuliffe tirelessly worked with 
Federal and State environmental regu-
lators and oversaw teams of engineers 
and technicians to clean up a lake 
laden with more than 165,000 pound of 
mercury and other toxic substances. 

Today, Onondaga Lake is the site of 
the Loop-the-Lake Trail, as well as the 
Lakeview Amphitheater, a popular 
music venue, and hosts thousands of 
boaters, fishers, and nature enthusiasts 
each year. It has also become a favorite 
place for bald eagles, especially in the 
winter months. The lake has experi-
enced an extraordinary revival due to 
John McAuliffe’s remarkable vision 
and unwavering commitment. 
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Central New York owes John a debt 

of gratitude for an enduring legacy of 
doing something that many thought 
was impossible. I wish John a happy re-
tirement. 

f 

MILITARY APPRECIATION MONTH 

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to recognize Military Appreciation 
Month. 

Serving in America’s Armed Forces 
is one of the most courageous and self-
less decisions citizens of this country 
can make. It is a decision we should 
never cease to honor and celebrate. Too 
frequently, however, our Active Duty 
servicemembers and their families do 
not receive the essential care and sup-
port they need and deserve. 

Force readiness is contingent on a 
servicemember’s ability to be confident 
that their family is kept safe when 
they are called to serve. Too often we 
find that these families aren’t safe. 
They are living in homes with toxic 
mold and no recourse. Their drinking 
water has been poisoned by years of 
chemical dumps with no recourse. 

It is simply unacceptable. As a new 
member of the House Armed Services 
Committee, I will always stand up to 
ensure that those who have so bravely 
defended our freedoms have access to 
the essential resources and support 
they need to thrive. 

Military families serve too, and it is 
time we recognize this and act to show 
them the appreciation they deserve. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF IRMA H. ROBERTS 

(Mr. KUSTOFF asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUSTOFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the upcoming 100th 
birthday of Irma Roberts, probably the 
most famous high school librarian in 
the history of Memphis City Schools. 

Irma Roberts was the librarian at 
White Station High School from 1963 to 
1986. Aside from being the librarian, 
she was the school’s student council 
sponsor. She planned the homecoming 
and directed the annual Queen of 
Clubs. 

Without a doubt, Irma Roberts had a 
great influence on my life and on so 
many other students at White Station 
High School. She is truly an inspira-
tion to a couple of generations of stu-
dents at White Station High School. 
She was a tremendous educator. 

Dodson, DeAnn, Dabney, Bob, Bill, 
and Ryan know how terrific their 
mother and grandmother is as a per-
son. Now, so does everyone else. 

Irma Roberts, congratulations on 
your 100th birthday. 

CRUMBLING INFRASTRUCTURE 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, in the be-
ginning of this week because of the 
routine inspection by the Department 
of Transportation in Arkansas, it was 
discovered that the Hernando De Soto 
Bridge that crosses the Mississippi 
River between Memphis and Arkansas 
had a major crack in a structural 
beam. As a result, that bridge which 
carries 50,000 cars across it and much of 
America’s commerce along I–40 is 
closed, and it may be closed for as 
much as months—not days or weeks, 
but months. 

Traffic is diverted to a 1949 bridge, 
the Memphis-Arkansas Bridge, which is 
currently serving the need, but it is 
difficult, and it is causing traffic prob-
lems in Memphis. 

Mr. Speaker, 700 barges are stopped 
on the Mississippi River—370 going 
south and 330 going north—which can-
not go under the bridge for fear that 
the bridge could fall and not support 
its own weight and damage the barges. 

I am calling on the Department of 
Transportation to get involved, to lend 
its expertise, and to lend money and fi-
nances to get this bridge open. This is 
a national tragedy, and it shows why 
we need an infrastructure bill imme-
diately. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in celebration of National Police Week 
and to honor the brave men and women 
in blue who selflessly serve in law en-
forcement across our Nation. 

I want to extend my sincere grati-
tude to the officers back in central Ar-
kansas, throughout the country, and 
right here in the U.S. Capitol who fear-
lessly defend our families and commu-
nities. Our communities could not run 
smoothly without the service and sac-
rifice that law enforcement officers 
make for us on a daily basis. 

The best way to ensure better com-
munity-based policing is to support our 
law enforcement agencies with the 
proper training and the proper funding 
that they need. I will always support 
our law enforcement here in Wash-
ington, and I hope that our country can 
bond where all our communities are 
proud like I am to back the blue. 

Once again, I thank all of our dedi-
cated officers in this important week 
for their sacrifices and, importantly, 
their families’ sacrifice as they serve 
all of our families on a daily basis. 

f 

RELIEF PACKAGE 

(Ms. DELBENE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight a historic piece of 
the American Rescue Plan: the ex-
panded child tax credit. Prior to this 
relief package, the child tax credit left 
behind one-third of all children because 
their parents earned too little to access 
the full benefit. 

The American Rescue Plan changed 
that by making the credit fully refund-
able, increasing the credit to $3,000 per 
child per year, $3,600 for kids under the 
age of 6, and providing the credit in 
monthly payments starting this July. 
This 1-year expansion was a critical 
first step, but we must go further to re-
build our middle class. Children don’t 
grow up in just 1 year or 5 years. We 
must make this expansion permanent. 

In Washington State, this is esti-
mated to benefit 1.4 million children 
and reduce childhood poverty by 40 per-
cent. I will continue fighting to make 
this expansion permanent and provide 
all kids with a fair opportunity to suc-
ceed. 

f 

PRESIDENT BIDEN’S INFLATION 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, Tuesday was a media alarm. 
The biased Washington Post reported 
accidentally in The State newspaper 
that ‘‘Joe Biden’s free spending could 
ignite inflation that would outstrip 
wage gains.’’ The President’s $6 trillion 
spending spree of borrowing and taxing 
will burden the youth of America with 
debt and threaten the savings of older 
Americans with a worthless dollar. 

Already, The Post and Courier of 
Charleston reprinted how lumber costs 
in the average house have skyrocketed 
$36,000 this year, undermining home-
ownership. The Wall Street Journal re-
vealed used cars have hit a record of 
over $25,000 which denies many the 
ability to purchase a car. 

The New York Stock Exchange suf-
fered a staggering loss of nearly 500 
points as inflation was clearly being 
pushed by the outrageous spending 
schemes of President Biden destroying 
jobs. 

I appreciate the courageous leaders, 
like Ambassador Nikki Haley, who are 
standing up for America. She has sent 
me a symbol of the consequence of bor-
rowing and taxing which we see in Ven-
ezuela: the 100 Bolivar note which is 
now worth less than a dime. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

IMPROVING LIVES OF WORKING 
FAMILIES 

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, this 
week I was so proud to announce that 
$330 million from the American Rescue 
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